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Board Policy: PACE Academy Cellphones/Smartwatches/ Earbuds/Communication Devices
Policy and Disciplinary Actions

Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to create an optimal learning environment by minimizing
distractions caused by cellphones/smartwatches/any device that can be used for
communication that is not school property use during school hours. This policy outlines the rules
and disciplinary actions related to the use of cellphones/smartwatches/ ear buds/any device that
can be used for communication that is not school issued on school premises.

Scope:

This policy applies to all students enrolled at PACE Academy
Policy:

1. Prohibited Use:

- Students are prohibited from using cellphones/smartwatches/any device that can be used for
communication that is not school issued during instructional time, including but not limited to,
classrooms, libraries, bathrooms, and during examinations.

- Cellphones/smartwatches/any device that can be used for communication that is not school
property use is also prohibited during school assemblies, in the hallways during class periods,
and in any other area designated by school administration.

2. Permitted Use:

Teachers may permit the use of cellphones/smartwatches/any device that can be used for
communication that is not school issued for educational purposes during class under strict
supervision and with a one-week prior authorization and approval in writing from the Executive
Director granting permission. The authorization will state the time frame phone is permitted,
date, and activity.

3. Emergency Use:

- In case of extreme emergencies, students may use cellphones/smartwatches/ earbuds/any
device that can be used for communication that is not school issued to contact parents or
guardians with prior permission and in the presence of school administration.

- Parents are advised to contact the school office for urgent messages rather than contacting
their children directly during school hours.

4. Storage of Cellphones/smartwatches/earbuds/ any device that can be used for
communication that is not school issued: Students are required to store their cellphones,
smartwatches, earbuds, and any communication devices that are not school issued in lockers,
bags, or designated areas during school hours to prevent unauthorized use. These devices
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must not be kept on the student’s person or within their clothing at any time. Disciplinary action
will be taken in accordance to the school’s procedures.

SCHOOL PROCEDURES BASED ON BOARD POLICY
Disciplinary Actions:
1. First Offense:

- Cellphones, smartwatches, earbuds, any device that can be used for communication that is
not school issued will be confiscated by the teacher or school administrator -
Cellphones/smartwatches/earbuds/any device that can be used for communication that is not
school property will be confiscated and held in the school office and will be returned to the
student at the end of the school day.

- One day of In School Suspension, and parents will be notified of the incident.
2. Second Offense:

- Cellphones/smartwatches/earbuds/any device that can be used for communication that is
not school property will be confiscated and held in the school office. Only the student’s parents
or guardian may retrieve the phone at the end of the school day. and parents will be required to
meet with a school administrator to discuss the violation and the disciplinary action (s) that will
be taken by school administration, and a behavioral contract will be established with the student
and parent/guardian, outlining further consequences of In school and Out of School Suspension
for continued violations.

3. Third Offense:

- The cellphones/smartwatches/earbuds/any device that can be used for communication that
is not school property will be confiscated and held in the school office until a parent or guardian
comes to retrieve it.

Disciplinary actions: at the discretion of the Executive Director or Designee and based on the
terms of the prior behavioral contract(see Second Offense)

4. Subsequent Offenses:

- Repeated violations will result in extended in-school or out-of-school suspensions, as
determined by the school’s Executive Director or Designee.

- A meeting with the students, parents, and school administrators will be held to discuss
additional disciplinary actions, which may include the dismissal from PACE Academy(a school of
choice) or other appropriate measures as deemed appropriate by the Executive Director or
Designee.

Failure to surrender cell phones, smartwatches, earbuds, or any communication devices will
result in an automatic Level Il Offense, leading to an out-of-school suspension. The student's
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continued placement at PACE Academy (a school of choice) will be determined based on the
number of prior disciplinary offenses.
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