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SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES

The value of student, teacher, parent, and community interaction is strongly
recognized. Collaboration, resource and information sharing, online tutoring, and other
instructional applications can be facilitated by the judicious use of Internet tools.
Employees may communicate through electronic media with current PACE students or
parents for educational purposes only.

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT POLICY FOR STUDENTS

Students are not permitted to bring iPods, radios, portable CD/DVD players, MP3
players, etc. to school unless the equipment is part of a classroom presentation. In
addition, laser light pointers and electronic games, such as Nintendo Switch, PSP’s and

Nabi tablets are not permitted in school.

Middle Students are permitted to bring cellular devices to school; however, students
must turn them off once they arrive on campus and place them in bookbags for the
entire school day. Students are not allowed to wear smartwatches that are voice or
text capable. Students are also not allowed to use wireless/bluetooth capable

headphones while at school.

Teachers shall confiscate cellphones if they are causing a disruption to the learning
environment or school event.

It offense — teacher may return to the student at the end of the day

27 offense — teacher must turn into the front office; the Academic Director or designee

will contact the parent to pick up the phone
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3 offense — phone may be returned to the parent at the end of the next day

4" offense — student will no longer be allowed to have a cellphone on school property

STUDENT RULES FOR ONLINE SAFETY

I will not give out personal information such as my address, telephone number,
parents’ work address/telephone number, or the name and location of my
school without my parents’ permission.

I will tell my parents right away if | come across any information that makes me
feel uncomfortable.

| will never agree to get together with someone | ‘'meet” online without first
checking with my parents. If my parents agree to the meeting, | will be sure that
it is in a public place and bring my mother or father along.

| will never send a person my picture or anything else without first checking with
my parents.

| will not respond to any messages that are mean or in any way make me feel
uncomfortable. It is not my fault if | get a message like that. If | do | will tell my
parents right away so that they can contact the service provider.

I will talk with my parents so that we can set up rules for going online. We will
decide upon the time of day that | can be onling, the length of time | can be
online and appropriate areas for me to visit. | will not access other areas or break
these rules without their permission.

| will not give out my Internet password to anyone (even my best friends).

| will give my Internet password to my parents.

I will check with my parents before downloading or installing software or doing
anything that could possibly hurt our computer or jeopardize my family’s
privacy.

| will be a good online citizen and not do anything that hurts other people or is

against the law.

USE OF TECHNOLOGY

Student Internet access and a variety of technological equipment as tools for learning

are available to students. Any parent who would prefer not to have his/her child

access the Internet or certain technology should notify the executive director in writing.
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Students are responsible for good behavior while using school owned or issued
technology equipment and resources. Also, the school has employed software for
Internet content filtering. This allows students to explore the Internet in relative safety
while at school.

The system coordinator and network administrators may review files and
communications on the school’s network to maintain system integrity and ensure that
users are using the system responsibly. Users should have no expectations of privacy
in their electronic files stored on school computers, network and other electronic
equipment. Students using school electronic equipment are not permitted to do the
following:

e Access offensive messages or pictures

e Use obscene or defamatory language

e Harass, insult, defame or attack others

e« Damage computers or other technology equipment

e Alter computer systems or computer networks

e Violate copyright laws

e Use another’s password or change a password

¢ Give out his/her name, address or phone number on the Internet

e Trespass in another’s folders, work or files

e Intentionally waste limited resources

e Install software or apps on school devices

INAPPROPRIATE INTERNET USE

Schools are REQUIRED by law to report possible victims of sex offenses. What might
start as a prank by a student (even those under age 18) can result in charges involving
child exploitation and/or child pornography, as well as harassment or voyeurism. A
conviction of these charges can result in a student (even those under age 18) being
placed on the national sex-offender registry.

There are a number of ways students can violate the law by sending sexually explicit

text messages and/or sending nude photographs of themselves or others. It is vital
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that parents make their children aware of the potential outcome of sending these

types of messages and photographs.

CYBER BULLYING

“Cyber-bullying” is a form of bullying when a child, preteen or teen is embarrassed,

humiliated, threatened, harassed, tormented or otherwise targeted by another child,

preteen or teen using the Internet, interactive and digital technologies or mobile

phones. This behavior will not be tolerated.

Rules and discipline for bullying apply when a student is on school grounds

immediately before school or during school hours, immediately after school hours or at

any other time when the school is being used by a school group; off school grounds at

a school activity, function or event; or using property or equipment provided by the

school.

SUGGESTED INTERNET SAFETY TIPS

Open communication with your child is vital. Your child needs to feel he or she can

come to you if frightening or offensive communications or images are viewed on the

Internet.

Teach Your Child(ren) the Following Rules:

Never accept files or downloads from unknown sources; this includes familiar
sources if received unexpectedly. Accepting files or downloads from unknown
sources can bring a virus that could harm the computer.

Choose an email address/screen name that DOES NOT contain any part of your
name, age, gender, interest or favorite activities.

Do Not fill out a profile without parent review and approval.

Never give out real name, telephone or cell phone number(s), mailing address,
or passwords. Giving away personal information can lead to identity theft or
worse.

Do not enter chat rooms. People may not be who they say they are online—
predators roam cyberspace

Do not post photographs in publicly accessible sites.
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e The settings for ANY social networking profiles should be PRIVATE and new friends
are accepted only if they are known to the child AND the parent.

e Do not allow children to use a webcam unless an adult is present. Posting
pictures online or sending images can have dangerous consequences.

e Report Cyber bullying to an adult.

ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

Schools are required by law to make parents aware of certain information regarding
student behavior while using technology and the Internet at school. Each year this
information is included with school forms and requires the signature of a parent or

guardian acknowledging receipt of this information.

During their educational experience, students will use many different technology tools,
including the Internet, in support of research and education. Electronic information
research skills are now fundamental to preparation of citizens and future employees.
We believe that the benefits to students from access to the Internet exceed any
disadvantages. Families should be aware, however, that some material accessible via
the Internet may contain items that are inaccurate, illegal, defamatory, or potentially
offensive to some people. Teachers will supervise and guide students toward
appropriate materials.

Within reason, freedom of speech and access to information will be honored. It is the
joint responsibility of school personnel and parents to set and convey appropriate
standards for students to follow when using school owned property, technology, and
the Internet. Federal law requires that schools monitor student Internet activities during
the school day to ensure that students are not accessing inappropriate sites. For this
reason, students may not access the Internet during school hours via personal
property (i.e. cell phone, personal air card or other means that circumvent the school

networks).

Users should not expect that files stored on school computers, networks or other school
storage space will be private.
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Directors and faculty may review files and messages to maintain system integrity and

ensure that users are acting responsibly.

Students are responsible for good behavior with school owned technology tools and
on school networks and the Internet, just as they are in a classroom or a school
hallway. School rules for behavior and communications apply, as well as all applicable
district policies and guidelines.

The following are examples of network or Internet behaviors that are NOT permitted:

e deviating from teacher directed procedures

e cyber bullying

e visiting chat rooms and/or accessing email from a site other than school

e accessing or transmitting offensive, abusive or obscene messages or images

e damaging or attempting to damage hardware, software or networks or
modifying or attempting to modify system files and settings

e violating copyright laws and plagiarism

e using another’s password or giving another user your password

e trespassing in another’s folders, work or files: “hacking”

e intentionally wasting limited resources, such as bandwidth and hard drive space

e employing the network for commercial purposes

¢ downloading any form of media for other than classroom/educational use

e accessing the Internet via personal property during school

e violation of any local, state, or federal statute.

Access is a privilege — not a right. Access entails personal responsibility. Violations
of this policy may result in a loss of technology privileges (including access to the
school's network and Internet), law enforcement referral, and/or other disciplinary
action. If the violation involves use of personal property, that property may be

confiscated and held at the school.

No warranty of any kind, neither expressed nor implied, is given for Internet access
provided by the school. The school will not be responsible for any damages users
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suffer, including — but not limited to — loss of data resulting from delays or interruptions
in service. The school will not be responsible for the accuracy, nature or quality of
information stored on school hard drives, servers, or other storage devices; nor for the
accuracy, nature or quality of information gathered through school provided Internet
access. The school will not be responsible for personal property used to access school
computers or networks. The school will not be responsible for unauthorized financial

obligations resulting from school provided access to the Internet.

PHOTOGRAPHS AND STUDENT WORK ON THE INTERNET

The school, classroom, and district websites highlight many aspects of student life and
can feature news items and online school news. Full student names may be used,
independent of photographs, for student listings such as honor rolls and team rosters,
and in news articles. Students may be included in photographs and/or audio and
video recordings on our websites and we may also include examples of students’
creative work. Only the first name will be used to identify students in online
photographs.

Parents will be asked to complete a media release form for their child(ren) while at
PACE. Parents may request that school and district websites exclude their student’s
name, photographs, and/or creative work. Media release forms will be kept on file with
the school the entire time a student attends PACE Academy. Parents may change their
preferences at any point by contacting the front office.
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